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DETAILED ACTION 
i> This action is in response to Applicant's request for continued examination, filed 
5.2.06. Claims 1, 6, 11 and 16 are amended. Claims i, 4*6, 9-11, 14-16 and 19-21 are presented for 
further examination. 

2> This is a -non-final rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
3> A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant 
to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5.2.06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

I. Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues in substance: (A) Prust discloses manually connecting to a storage 
area; (B) the prior art references do no teach an address defined, in part, by user registration 
data; and (C) the prior art references do not teach performing connection procession 
automatically via actuation of a corresponding upload icon. Applicant's arguments have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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A. Automating a known process does not by itself impart nonobviousness 
Applicant asserts that access of a storage area is done manually in the Prust reference. 

Applicant's remarks, pg. 8, 54. It should be noted that merely using a computer to automate a 
known process does not by itself impart nonobviousness to the invention. MPEP §2io6(VI) . 
Thus, even if Applicant's assertion is accurate, simply automating a manual process does not 
impart nonobviousness to Applicant's invention. 

In any case, Prust specifically discloses that files may automatically be transferred to 
a user's exclusive storage location [column 6 «lines 33~36»]. While not expressly stated, the 
feature of automatically connection to an access point is implied by Prust's disclosure. Prust's 
feature of automatic uploading files implies that the program must also automatically 
connect to the exclusive storage location. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that the feature of automatic connection processing is implied in 
Prust. 

B. Prust and Applicant's admitted prior art teach an address defined, in part, by 
user registration data 

Applicant next argues that Prust and Applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA) fail to 
teach an address defined, in part, by the user registration data. Applicant asserts that the 
references do not teach "including registration data in a URL address". Applicant's remarks, 
pg. 9, J2. However, the claims state, in part, "address data defined, in part, by the user 
registration data". An address data defined by user registration data does not necessarily 
mean that the address data includes the user's registration data. 
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Also, the full disclosure of AAPA is: "To assign the exclusive storage area in the 
server to each user, a uniform resource locator (URL) related to a user ID is issued...". 
Applicant's specification, pg. 2, J2. That is, the sole purpose of issuing the URL related to the 
user ID is to assign an exclusive storage area specifically for the user. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would reasonably infer that the URL would be defined by a unique user ID in order to 
obtain an exclusive storage area for that particular user, and only that user. 

To support this analysis, Prust discloses in his specification utilizing this exact same 
teaching. Applicant argues that an email address is not an access point. However, as set forth 
by Applicant's specification, an access point is merely "address data. ..indicating his/her 
exclusive storage area". Applicant's specification, pg. 3, yi. Prust discloses an email address 
that is capable of achieving this purpose of indicating the user's exclusive storage area 
[column 7 «lines o-i4»]. Prust discloses that the email address is defined, in part, by user 
information [column 7 «lines 7-i4»], 

C. Prust and Burson disclose performing connection processing via actuation of a 
corresponding upload icon 

Applicant also has amended the independent claims to now state that the connection 
processing is performed automatically via actuation of a corresponding upload icon. This 
functionality is widely known in the art and does not provide any patentable distinction over 
the prior art. For example, by simply clicking on an Internet Explorer icon, Internet Explorer 
will automatically perform connection processing automatically to a predefined access point, 
otherwise known as a user's home page. 
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Additionally, Burson expressly discloses "[u]pon activation of the link, the client 

computer is automatically driven to the personal information provider presenting to the user 

via the client computer a page on the personal information provider" [abstract]. Burson's 

link is analogous to Applicant's claimed icon. Burson clearly discloses that upon actuation of 

the link, connection processing is performed to automatically connect to a user's access point. 

Indeed, Burson specifically teaches: 

"The delivery component may deliver not only the PI but also an access point directly 
to the provider's page supplying that PL The access point may take the form of a link, a form 
button or some other interactive access mechanism ." (emphasis added) [column 14 «lines 45* 
4 8»]. 

An icon is much like a link and form button in that it is a well known interactive 
access mechanism. Thus, Prust and Burson disclose performing connection processing via 
actuation of a corresponding upload icon. 

D. Conclusion 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but for the foregoing reasons, are 
not found persuasive. The rejections set forth in the previous Office action, filed 3.2.2006, are 
maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
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are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4> Claims 1, 5-6, 10-11, 15-16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Prust, U.S Patent No. 6.714.968 in view of Burson et al, U.S Patent No. 

6.405.245 ["Burson"], in further view of Cohen, U.S Patent No. 6.356.941, in further view of 

Applicant's Admitted Prior Art ["AAPA"]. 

5> The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

6> As to claim I, Prust discloses an information processing device, comprising: 

transmitting means for transmitting user registration data necessary to secure a user's 
exclusive storage area in a server connected in a network, to said server over a network 
[abstract | Figure 8 «items 805, 8o7» | column 7 «line 59» to column 8 «line 7»]; 

receiving means for receiving address data designated as an access point indicating 
said exclusive storage area oriented to said user registration data from said server over said 
network [column 5 «lines 29-38» | column 6 «lines 23-36 and 5<?-62» where: Prust discloses 
using a web browser to access the storage area. Therefore it is implicit that an address is 
transmitted from which the user can access the area]; and 

wherein each of said automatic upload programs is programmed to connect to a 
unique part of said exclusive storage area [Figure 5 | column 6 «lines 28-35» where : Prust'; 

connection means for performing connection processing automatically to said access 
point in the said server based on said address data received by said receiving means [column 
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6 «lines zy^6» where: Prust discloses automatically connecting to the remote directory using 
a script], 

transfer means for writing a data file to the exclusive storage area automatically when 
connection processing is performed [Figure 5 where : the script automatically writes 
information the specified storage area when connected to the storage area], 

Prust discloses utilizing scripts (upload programs) to connect to remote storage but 
does not disclose: 

that the address data is defined, in part, by the user registration data; 
receiving the one or more automatic upload programs; 

performing connection processing automatically via actuation of a corresponding 
upload icon; and 

transferring a control file used for controlling access by another user. 

7> , Applicant submits as prior art that it is well known, when assigning an exclusive 
storage area in the server to a user, that a universal resource locator (URL) related to the user 
ID, is issued. Applicant's specification, pg. 2, J 2. Prust implicitly suggests such functionality 
as well [Figures 6 & 7]. Prust discloses that the user is assigned storage area with addresses 
having the same name as the user ID [the name "Prust" defines the storage directory in 
Figure 6, and defines the email address in Figure 7]. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
combination of Prust and the AAPA disclose that the address data is defined, in part, by the 
user registration data (such as a user ID). One would have been motivated to provide the 
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user with the ability to easily access and transfer data to his storage information [see Prust 
column 7 «lines 7'34»], 

8> In the same field of invention, Burson discloses a system for accessing personal data. 
One of the methods that Burson achieves this functionality is by having the client download 
an application to the client; the application is then responsible for automated data 
communications between the client and the server [Figure 2 | column 3 «lines I5*29» | column 
15 «lines i-45» where : the receiving means is implied and inherent in Burson's client 
computer and software. The computer is connected to the Internet and downloads the 
necessary automatic upload program; therefore, the client must be equipped with a receiving 
means that downloads the program]. 

Performing connection processing automatically via actuation of a corresponding 
upload icon is a well known feature in the art. Burson also discloses this feature [abstract | 
column 14 «lines 45'48»], Burson discloses that the link or other interactive mechanism is 
advantageous because it provides a user a quicker mechanism for accessing his access point 
[column 14 «lines 49-54»]. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Burson's downloading functionality into Prust's system, modifying Prust's scripts so they 
are downloaded from the server as taught by Burson. One would have been particularly 
motivated to perform such an implementation to enable Prust's scripts to be platform 
independent (JAVA applet, as is well known in the art) and would further enhance Prust's 
stated objective of providing a variety of remote access possibilities to the storage site. It is 
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further advantageous to provide automated actions for logging on and accessing access points 
within a remote storage server as is taught in Burson. 

9> In the same field of invention, Cohen is directed towards establishing personal 
network vaults for users that enable secure remote storage of files. A distinguishing function 
proposed in Cohen is that users have control over who can access their personal vault 
[column 7 «lines 6o-65» | column 11 «lines 26-29»]. This is achieved in part through the use of 
an authorization list, that permits only authorized users access to a particular file within the 
vault. Therefore, Cohen teaches transferring a control file used for controlling access by 
another user to the data file [column 4 «lines 55**59» | column 9 «lines 2*7 and 20-22» | column 
15 «line 6i» to column 16 «line 3» | column 16 «lines i5-20» where : Cohen discloses a client- 
side user interface that enables the user to perform administrative actions, such as using the 
access list for controlling who as access to his vault and transferring files to the server]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Cohen's 
authorization list functionality into Prust's remote user storage system for the obvious 
advantages of enabling security features and allowing a user to control which other users 
have access to their files. 

io> As to claim 5, Prust discloses an information processing device of claim 1 wherein said 
address data is a uniform resource locator (URL) for designating resources on said network 
[column 5 «lines 29'38» | column 6 «lines 23-36 and 59-62» | column 7 «lines 26-30»]. 
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n> As to claims 6, n and 16, as they are merely methods or mediums that perform the 
same steps of the device of claim 1, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth for claim 1, 
supra . 

I2> As to claims 10, 15 and 20, as they are merely methods or mediums that perform the 
same steps of the device of claim 5, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth for claim 
5, supra . 

I3> Claims 4, 9, 14, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being anticipated by Prust, 
Burson, Cohen and AAPA, in further view of Hayes, Jr. et al ("Hayes"), U.S Patent No. 
6,339,826. 

I4> As to claim 4, Prust and Burson disclose the information processing device wherein 
said connection means is to perform connection processing to said access point in said server 
in response to a click operation on an exclusive icon which is displayed on a given display 
unit [see Prust, column 5 «lines 29-38 and 45*59»] but do not explicitly disclose that the icon 
drives an automatic upload program. 

I5> Hayes teaches an icon that drives an automatic connection setting program [Figure 7, 
items 710 712, 714, and 716 | column 14 «lines 7-26 and 50-65]. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include Hayes* icon 
functionality into Prust and Burson increase the security of the device by associating specific 
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icons (and their related applications) to users, which would consequently allow users to 
access only those applications on the server which they are authorized. Additionally, the use 
of icons with applet programs such as those seen in Burson and Hayes is well known in the 
art. 

i6> Claim 9 is a method that claims the steps carried out by the information processing 
device of claim 4. Therefore, claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth for claim 4, 
supra . 

I7> Claim 14 is a storage medium that claims the steps performed by the information 
processing device of claim 4. Therefore, claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth 
for claim 4, supra . 

i8> Claim 19 is a network system consisting of a server and information processing device 
connected to said server that performs the steps of the information processing device of claim 
4. Therefore, claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth for claim 4, supra. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday [7:30 AM to 4:30 PM]. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571.272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




